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Abstract: The Criminal Law of the People’ s Republic of China has been significantly modified by the
nine amendments adopted since its promulgation in 1997. These amendments have adjusted the scope
of criminal law intervention and showed the legislative trend of earlier and more active criminal law in—
tervention and continuous expansion of the circle of crime. However this legislative trend does not
mean that the pursuit of liberal criminal rules in a law-based country has been abandoned or that the
active criminal legislative idea has already been established in China. Although in general the ex—
pansion of crime circle is an objective necessity and accords with practical rationality some provisions
in the amendments to the Criminal Law have defects in clarity systematic logicality and purposive—
ness. Such defects have undermined both the external image and the internal logic of the 1997 Crimi—
nal Law and led to the failure of the reconstruction the law from a “severe but not comprehensive ”
one to a “comprehensive but not severe” one. As a result the 1997 Criminal Law has entered into
the last stage of its life circle and a comprehensive revision of it will be needed. In such a revision a
dual track legislative mode of criminal code and administrative criminal law should be adopted as the
substitute of the current single track legislative mode of criminal code.

Key Words: revision of criminal law structure of criminal law mode of criminal legislation expan—

sion of crime circle
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