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Abstract: In view of the requirement of coherence of the legal system the protected legal interests of
bribery crimes should be defined within the framework of modern public law and in light of the types
of power dominance and the evolution of the authorities of public offices. In traditional patrimonial
states the authorities of public offices are characteristized by personalization and propertilization.
Public offices exist as a kind of private property and the unlawfulness of bribery crimes lies in an of-
ficial’ s betrayal of personal loyalty to his power dominator. In contrast the authorities of public of—
fices in modern states are characterized by de—personalization and de—-propertilization and the public
nature of governmental offices derives from the dichotomy between the “public sphere” and the “pri—
vate sphere”. Correspondingly the unlawfulness of bribery crimes lies in the violation of the doctrine
of non-self-profitability of public office and treatment of public office as private property. Therefore
the protected legal interest of bribery crimes should be non-self-profitability of public office and the
formation of transaction relationship is not an indispensable constitutive element of bribery crimes.
The doctrine of non-self-profitability of public office shares some features with that of the integrity of
public office which is the current mainstream doctrine in China. This doctrine meets the logic re—
quirements of criminal dogmatics and is able to reasonably solve the many problems faced by the crim—
inal law interpretation of bribery crimes. It also meets the teleological requirements of criminal policy
and is able to bring into the scope of punishment such acts as accepting bribery after the performance
of duty without prior agreement and receiving bribes given as investment in human relations.
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